
Gaskell Community Primary School   

 RE Vocabulary Progression  

YEAR GROUP Term/Topic 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Nursery 
 

*Vocabulary 
that is used 
during RE 
lessons  

 

Being Special: 
Where do we 

belong? 
N- places 
*Gaskell School 

 

Why is Christmas 
special to 

Christians? 
N- decorations 
 *Christmas 

 

Why is the word 
‘God’ so 

important to 
Christians? 

N- clouds, moon  
*World 

 

Why is Easter 
special to 

Christians? 
*Easter 

 

What places are 
special and why? 
N- Giraffe 
 *Noah’s Ark 

What times / 
stories are 

special and why? 
N-Sad, frightened, 
happy. 

 

 
Reception 

 
*Vocabulary 
that is used 
during RE 
lessons  

 

F4: Being Special: 
Where do we 

belong? 
R- loved, family 

*Birthday 
Welcome 

Aqiqah 

Baptism 
 

 

F2: Why is 
Christmas special 

to Christians? 
R- Friend, loved, 
family, celebration. 

*Christian 
Jesus 
Mary 

Joseph 
Incarnation 

 

F1: Why is the 
word ‘God’ so 
important to 
Christians? 

R- Night, first, next, 
after, finally, order 

*God 
Nature 
Harvest 

Human Beings 
Creator 

 

F3: Why is Easter 
special to 

Christians? 
Easter, Church, 
cross, gathering, 

Palm Sunday, 
celebrate  
*Dead 

            Cross 
             Life 

 

F5: What places 
are special and 

why? 
R- Ocean, sea 
creatures, dry land 

*Church 
Mosque 
School 
House 

F6: What times / 
stories are 

special and why? 
R- Angry, calm, 
scared, loved, 
excited, proud 

*Bible 
Quran 
Torah 

 

 
1 

1.10 What does it 
mean to belong 

to a faith 
community?  

Belonging 
Community 

Baptism 
Wedding 
Ceremony 
Christian 

 Faith, Jesus, 

Muslim, Symbols 
 
 

1.1 What do 
Christians believe 

God is like? 
God 

Parable 
Forgiveness 

Bible 
Protect 
Believe 
Prayer 
Loving 

1.7 Who is Jewish and how do they 
live? 

Menorah 
Challah 

Mezuzah 
Shema 

Shabbat 
Torah 

 

1.2 Who do 
Christians say 

made the 
World? 

Creation 
Created 
Creator 

Thankful 
Christian 

1.9 How should 
we care for the 
World, and for 

others, and why 
does it matter? 

Religion, unique, 
pslam, charity, 

scripture, belief, 
rule respect, 
friendship, 

responsible. 
 



 
2 

1:6 Who is a 
Muslim and how 

do they live? 
Allah  

Qur’an 
Prophet 

Shahadah 
 Pillars of Islam           

Ibadah 
 

1:3 Why does 
Christmas 
matter to 

Christians? 
A shepherd 

Gabriel 
Incarnation 
Christmas 
Nativity 

Bethlehem 
Gospel 
Manger 
Advent 

Celebrate 

1:6 Who is a 
Muslim and how 

do they live? 
(Part 2) 
Tawhid 
Adhan 
Sala 

Rakat 
Wudu 

Sajjadat 

1:5 Why does 
Easter matter to 

Christians? 
Incarnation 

Sacrifice              
Salvation 

     Resurrection 

          Hope  
 
 
 
 

1:4 What is the 
‘good news’ 

Christians believe 
Jesus brings? 

Gospel 
Peace 

Acceptance 
Confession 

Disciple 

1:8 What makes 
some places 

sacred to 
believers? 

Sacred 
Holy 

 Special 
Religious 
 Precious 
 Respect 
 Worship 

Belief 
Hymn 

 

 
3 

L2.1 What do Christians learn from 

the Creation story? 
Nature 
Genesis 

Earth 
Creation 

 
L2.2 What is it like for someone to 

follow God? 
Obedience 

Pact 
Obey 

Covenant 
Noah 

 

L2.9 How do 

festivals and 
worship show 

what matters to a 
Muslim?  
Fasting 
Rak’ah 
Subhah 

Eid-ul-Fitr 
Shab e Barat 

Ramadan 
Mosque 

Iman 

L2.10 How do 

festivals and 
family life show 

what matters? to 
Jewish people? 

Pesach 
Yom Kippur 

Rosh Hashanah 
Forgiveness 

Slavery 

L2.4 What kind of 

world did Jesus 
want? 

Tax Collectors 
Leader 
Leper 

Gospel 
Disciples 

L2.12 How and 

why do people try 
to make the 

world a better 
place? (Christians 

/ Muslims / 
Jews) 

Tikkun Olam 
Zakah 

Golden Rule 
Environment 

Charity 

Inspirational 
 

 
4 

L2.3 What is the 
‘Trinity’ and why 
is it important for 

Christians? 

Christianity 

Baptism 

Symbolic 
Gospel 

Trinity 
God 

Prayer 
Spirit 

font 
 

L2.7 What do 
Hindus believe 

God is like? 

Aum 
Brahman 

Spirit 

 Deity 
 Life 

 Death 
 Rebirth 

Trimurti 
 Shrine 

 Diwali 

 Spark 

L2.8 What does it 
mean to be Hindu 
in Britain today? 

Mandir 
Dharma 

Sanatan 

Dharma 
Arti 

Diwali 
Bhajans 

Puja 
Ritual 

Murtis 
 

L2.5 Why do 
Christians call the 

day Jesus died 
‘Good Friday’? 

Cross  

Crucifixion 

Easter Sunday 
Good Friday 

Holy Week 
Hope 

Incarnation 
Maundy 

Thursday 

L2.6 For 
Christians, when 
Jesus left, what 

was the impact of 
Pentecost? 

Holy Spirit 
Resurrection 

Disciple 

 Bible  
Pentecost     

L2.11 How and 
why do people 

mark the 
significant events 
of life? (Christian, 

Hindu and 
Muslim) 

Life 
Journey 

Existence 

Milestone 
Adult 

Baptism 
Marriage 



  Palm Sunday 
Resurrection 

Sacrifice 

Salvation 

Commitment 
Love 

Compare 

Promise 
Significant 

Event 
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U2.1 What does it 
mean if 

Christians believe 
God is holy and 

loving? 

God 
Christians 

Bible 
Prophet 

Holy 

Loving 
Worship 

Hymns 
Loving 

Omniscient 
Omnipresent 

Omnipoten, 

Benevolent 
Sin 

Forgiveness 
Cathedral 

U2.3 Why do 
Christians believe 

Jesus was the 
Messiah? 

Incarnation 

Messiah 
Salvation 

Saviour 
Prophecy 

Text 

Gospel 
 

U2.8 What does it 
mean to be a 

Muslim in Britain 
today? 

Islam 

Muslim 
Allah 

Five Pillars 
Prophet 

Ummah 

Muhammad 
Hajj 

Qu’ran 
Ramadan 

Fast 

Mosque 
Hafiz 

Sunnah 
Hadith 

 

U2.9 Why is the 
Torah so 

important to 
Jewish people? 

Judaism 

Torah 
Tanakh 

Synagogue 
Moses 

Sin 

Forgiveness 
Kosher 

Salvation 
Orthodox 

Progressive 
 

U2.4 Christians 
and how to live: 

‘What would 
Jesus do?’ 

Commandments 

Gospel 
Parable 

Prayer 
Confession 

Justice 

Illness 
Healing 

Enemy 
Forgiveness 

Charity 
 

U2.10 What 
matters most to 
Humanists and 

Christians/ 
Muslims/ 
Hindus? 

Humanist 

Code 
Moral 

Fairness 
Truth 

Honesty 

Kindness 
Peace 

Love 
Forgiveness 

Prayer 

Worship 
Fellowship 
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U2.2 Creation 
and science: 
conflicting or 

complementary? 

Cosmology 

Evolution 
Creation 

Science 

conflict 
Big bang 

Conflicting 
Contemporary 

Genre 

God 
Belief 

 

U2.11 Why do 
some people 

believe in God 
and some people 
not? (Christianity 

and Muslim) 

Agnostic 

Atheist 
 Convert 

 Faith 

 God 
 Impact 

Representation 
Theist 

 Christian 

U2.7 Why do 
Hindus want to 

be good? 

Brahman 
Dharma 

Karma 
Moksha 

samsara 

Purusharthas 
Polytheist 

Monotheism 
Sewa 

Ahimsa 

Trimurti 
Deity 

Atman 

U2.5 What do 
Christians believe 

Jesus did to 
‘save’ people? 

Belief 

Incarnation 
Messiah 

Salvation 

Saviour 
Sacrifice 

Holy 
Communion 

 

U2.6 For 
Christians, what 
kind of king is 

Jesus? 

Equality 

Injustice 
Kingdom 

Parable  

Povert  
Service  

Worship  
The Four Gospels 

Reflction 
 Lord’s Prayer 

U2.12 How does 
faith help people 

when life gets 
hard? 

Death 

Eulogy 
Finite 

Gratitude 

Humanist 
Judgement 

Pslam 
Reincarnation 

Salvation 
 


